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Office Design Research

To begin the process of researching office design, we were assigned to
study the overall evolution of office design. In order to see what works and
what does not, as well as see what technological advancements allow for
the development of offices. Depicted here is the evolution of office Design
and the reasoning behind it
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Offices in classical antiquity-
people preffered standing.

Offices in classical antiquity-
people preffered standing.

Offices in classical antiquity-
people preffered standing.
spaces.

Intoduction of the type writer
allowed more dense work
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Based on the work done in the
office and spaces best tailored
to employees

Cubicles and private offices,
furniture more standardized.

Cubicle seating became the

new norm more popular.

Open plan offices becoming
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Rowed condensed seating in
order for group work with one
head person.

Need based work, more areas
for collaboration as well as
focus.

More greenery introduced
into the office

Allows for a lot of
collaboration and multi use
spaces.

Figure 3

Figure 4



Office Design Research

In order to fully understand the programming requirements of the
NEXT space, | laid out the different spaces that were required for
the new office. Took into consideration their square footage and the
amount of people that need to fit in the
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Office Design Research

The next step in developing the design was researching and finding ways to
incorporate a monumental staircase into the office. Taking inspiration from
a social staircase, allowing the stairs to function as a place of socialization
and inspiration while keeping the environment professional and diverse.
The best fit for my project was the platform type staircase, taking a more
linear approach making it sophisticated and influences collaboration.
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Design Process Work

Working around the grand staircase and central
circulation space, | wanted to divide the spaces between
public and private for the overall office. The front spaces
near the entrances would be the area where most guests
would have access to. As you travel further into the
space, the quieter and more private the spaces get.
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Preliminary Plans

Level 1

For the spaces downstairs, | wanted to make
the social stairs the center of the design,
(highlighted in yellow) entering directly into the
work cafe and working your way under the stairs
into a quiet lounge with private enclaves and
seating areas.

In the first 2 iterations, | was playing with the
sizing of the platforms in comparison to the
stairs. The final solution can be seen in the
fourth plan, where there is access to each
platform from each respective landing.

The Work Cafe is a space that evolved a lot
throughout the making of the floor plan. The
location of the space works well in plan, being
separated from a quiet lounge by the massive
social stairs. The casework and arrangement
of furniture was something that | made sure

to disperse well for COVID regulations, while
keeping seating conditions ideal for employees.
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Following the bubble diagrams, | laid out the
spaces accordingly with appropriate square
footage and place holder furniture. While
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discussing placement of spaces with my
professor, it was decided to move the resource
center away from the stairs, allowing the stairs

H

E%‘ to be visible from all points.

S The inspiration space put on the side of the
staircase in order to be used by both guests
and employees. Keeping the overall private and

Inspiration Space i public division in the space, there are partition
walls dividing the spaces. Ensuring there was
ample circulation space throughout the floor
- : i S - 1 plan due to COVID precautions.
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Room Numbers
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Floor Plan Level 1
Scale 1/8” = 1°-0”

The materials used in this space are very earthy in order to incorporate
biophilic design in the space while creating a fun environment. The
spaces are separated by the central staircase and change in materiality
in the ceiling plane. The quiet lounge has slats made of reclaimed
wood, to ensure that sound gets absorbed as well as tying the space
to the upper level.
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Room Numbers

y Reception
S Inspiration Zone
& S Project Team Spaces
R Stairs/ Platforms
L S Open Office
G PP Balcony
7......Video Conference Space
- S Forum Space
¢ S In between Space
10, Private Offices
1 iy PO Resource Center
1 Waiting Area

Floor Plan Level 2
Scale 1/8” = 1°-0”

The Upper level is organized in a public vs. private way. The entry
spaces include areas where both employees and guests can utilize
i them (Reception, Waiting Area, and Inspiration Zone). There are 3
F I n al F I oo r P I a n partition walls that separate the distinction between public and private
L ev el 2 space, allowing for views to the back parts of the office while keeping
the distinction. The most back part of the office includes the private
offices and an inbetween space for employees to use and still have
privacy.
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Room Numbers
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Ceiling Plan
Level 2

The main spaces that people can see have highly elaborate ceiling
planes, engaging the space as one. Separation is distinguished with
separate planes above each given space. The inspiration zone, entry
waiting area, and in between space all have lowered ceilings in order
to make the spaces feel more exclusive. Since the Floor material is
dark, the contrast of light reclaimed wood slats allow for the contrast
needed in the space as well as sound absorption.
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Rendering:

Reception
Level 2

This space consists of very neutral colors such as
the birch and concrete being contrasted with bright
warm colors on the furniture. The darkness of the
reception desk allows for the desk to be the center
of attention when you walk into the space.

Brushed Painted Steel

Used as the partition walls as well as
material for windows and railings

Espresso Wood Planks

Applied to counter bases in order to add a
fun element to the Work Cafe

Glossy Birch

Reclaimed wood used on ceiling plane for
sound absorption and aesthetic purposed

Concrete Flooring
Used throughout the second level
in order to have a neutral grounding
material
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Using furniture from various collections from
Steelcase, | used different combinations of
textures and materials in order to create a space (IS
that has multiple multi-purpose spaces as well L

as encourages collaboration throughout.
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Rendering:
Open Office Area

Level 2
In the open office area it was important to me A g o m — w it HHHHHHEH HHHHH R = — = »
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Rendering:
In between Space

Level 2

Creating a separate space within a space was
the goal when creating this in between space.
Allowing for the furniture to be grounded on a
carpeted surface that is being mimicked by the
ceiling plane separates it from the rest of the
office.
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Rendering:

Stairs and Platforms

Level 1

Brushed Painted Steel

~_ Ship lap Wall treatment

— Horizontal lines allow for movement

Green Color Paint

Applied to counter bases in order to add a

fun element to the Work Cafe

- Glossy Birch
- used on staircase in order to create
i S ~ distinction between space where
o1 bl el ~movement occurs

Shaw Contract Carpet
Used as flooring on platforms in order to
create a more comfortable seating area

Applied to Lighting Fixtures and Hardware

- through the space once off of the platforms
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Rendering:
Work Cafe

Level 1

Brushed Painted Steel

Applied to Lighting Fixtures and Hardware

Marble

Applied on counter tops to green color

Green Color Paint
Applied to counter bases in order to add a
fun element to the Work Cafe

Monstera Leaf Wallpaper

Separates and encloses Work Cafe within
the walls of a muted leaf pattern

- Herringbone Tile
Back splash in the kitchen, neutral but
adds texture to the space
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Rendering:
Work Cafe

Level 1

Allowing for a lot of collaboration to happen
in this space, the social stairs being fully

transparent to the floor below encourages that.

Allowing talk and ideas to flow from space to
space.

Elevation of Work Cafe
Scale 1/8’=1-0"

Elevation of Work Cafe
Scale 1/8"= 1°-0”
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Rendering:
Quiet Lounge

Level 1

The quiet lounge allows for more collaborative
spaces, both public and private. The ceiling
treatment promotes sound absorption while
tying back to the upper level. Private enclaves
for phone calls or touch down meetings are also

available in this space.
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